and neither subject is included in the index. Although several pages are given to drugs which lower arterial pressure, the section on the treatment of hypertension is quite inadequate -16 lines -and would be of no value to students. I do not envisage this book being of value to qualified doctors as the criticisms given above also appely but in addition there is not sufficient information about the factors to be considered in choosing a particular drug and the bibliography at the end of many chapters is unhelpful -e.g. in the chapter on "Drugs acting on the alimentary system" there is only one reference to a publication on cimetidine.
In conclusion it is difficult to see to whom this book will be of value. It and a general scheme of physical examination and for reasons which are not clear includes sections on the diagnosis of death and on drug overdosage. The remaining chapters consider each of the major systems of the body in turn. The chapters start with a discussion of the anatomy of the system and then consider how abnormalities in function can occur. Symptoms are then considered and the method of examination of the system is described. The chapters end with a description of special investigations relevant to the particular system. Throughout the chapters brief descriptions are made of a large number of diseases and their are tables giving lists of causes of various symptoms. Illustrations include diagramatic representations of the structure of various systems as well as some clinical photographs. The photographs are not numerous and it seems strange to include pictures of an auriscope and an opthalmoscope.
This book is not completely successful in its aim. THIS is an interesting book designed for beginners in the various branches of the medical sciences who wish to learn the elements of human biology required for medicine. In its 290 pages it attempts to describe the anatomy, physiology and biochemistry of the human organism together with the necessary physics, chemistrv and mathematics required to understand each of these areas.
